
In the Book of Glory, which begins  properly in chapter 13 with a scene 
that at first glance is not glorious at all - what is it? - the washing of feet - 
we witness Jesus journey towards his hour - another favourite phrase of 
John's. Remember at Cana  -"my hour has not yet come" - well, now his 
hour of glory is approaching; the glory is in his being lifted up from the 
earth. 
 
The scene is set in verse one: "It was before the festival of the  
Passover......";  the setting is a supper, but the meal is not emphasised, and 
there's no institution of the Eucharist - that function is served by the long 
Eucharistic discourse of chapter 6 - I am the bread of life. The only ritual 
action is the foot washing.  
 
This is the hour. We have been repeatedly told in this gospel that the 
hour has not yet come - right from the first sign at Cana, but we were never 
told what the hour was. Towards the end of the Book of Signs, and the 
open ministry of Jesus, this theme of the hour, becomes more intense and  
eventually Jesus says Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glo-
rified (12:23) and then in a rare example of a cer tain humanity of Je-
sus the words - what can I say,  save me from this hour? But it was for this 
very reason that I have come to this hour.  And indeed the Book of Glory 
proper opens with the words that Jesus knew that his hour had come. 
 
The hour of Jesus - what is it?  Essentially, it is his death and his  
glorification. In John’s passion narrative, the clues of glory and triumph are 
all there. When Jesus speaks of “life in this world”, he speaks of it in  
self-centred ways; there is a tension between life in this world, and the life 
of the all-gracious God, eternal life. Eternal life is offered as a way of  
transcending the self-centred existence, the discovery of our true identity as 
children of God, the surrender to life in God.   
 
A good illustration of that is the encounter with Jesus and Nicodemus, and 
the need to be born of the spirit that we looked at in the first session of this 
series. What is it to be reborn? It is, for John, that the person abandons the 
self centred world of control and manipulation. It’s surrender to mystery. 
With that surrender comes seeing - no more blindness - light, not darkness 
or nothingness, eternal life, experienced not just as a promise for the future, 
but as a reality in the present, that's how John sees it for those who are of 
Christ, as the prologue says to those who did accept him he gave power to 
become children of God.  
 

 

For the fourth gospel, as long as we live only in the self centred world, then 
we live in darkness. We may be amazed by wonderful deeds like the  
multiplication of loaves, but will not have life in its fullness; we may marvel at 
the multiplication of the loaves in the hope that he will repeat the miracle. The 
peak of the gospel is the realisation that key to this surrender is death. The 
whole gospel offers rebirth to all humankind.  In Jesus' death, the whole  
human race is reborn from the self-centred existence. As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the desert and all who looked at it lived, so too with the cross of 
Christ. For this new community, Baptism is the ritualising of that experience, a 
death to life in this world, and birth into eternal life. 
 
Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies it remains only a single 
grain, but if it dies it yields a rich har-
vest.  
The centre of the gospel that "he has 
come that we may have life and have it 
in abundance is, paradoxically, 
brought about by his own death which 
becomes his glorification. 

THE       I AM   
STATEMENTS 

John 6:35  I AM the Bread of Life  

John 8:12  I AM the Light of the world  

John 10:7  I AM the Gate for the sheep  

John 10:11  I AM the Good Shepherd  

John 11:25  I AM the Resurrection and the Life  

John 14:6  I AM the Way, and the Truth, and the 
Life  

John 15:1  I AM the True Vine  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john6.htm#v35
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john8.htm#v12
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john10.htm#v7
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john10.htm#v11
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john11.htm#v25
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john14.htm#v6
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john15.htm#v1


Scripture for reflection Chapter 15 
 How do you understand the statement “I am the True Vine 

and my Father is the Vinedresser”? 
 

 Which of the “signs” of Jesus might this statement  
          correspond to ? 
 

 How are we “pruned already”? 
 

 How you do think the original hearers of these words are 
taking them in, how are they feeling as they hear them? 

 

 How do the words feel as they are addressed to us (as they 
surely are) by the Lord Jesus? 

 
Focus Statement:   
The great and dramatic turning point in the Gospel of John is 
from the open ministry of Jesus to an inner revelation, from, those 
who in the world, though he had done many signs before them, 
yet did not believe in him, to his own, who “having loved his own 
in the world, loved them to the end (13.1) 
 

From Book of Signs to Book of Glory: 
After the many signs of Jesus there is in the gospel a dramatic 
turning: its a turning from the open ministry of Jesus, to a deeper concern with those he 
calls "his own". One event in this open ministry is the final straw for the authorities who 
then just must have Jesus put to death?  It is the raising of the dead man, Lazarus, in 
Chapter twelve, just as we leave the Book of Signs behind and enter the Book of Glory, 
and there on the lips of Jesus are the words that indicate his turning from those who, 
though he had done so many signs among them still did not believe in him, to his own, 
those whom he had always loved and to whom he would now show the depth of his 
love.  
 

Last week we found that in the Book of Signs there is a pattern of symbolic action 
which then gives rise to dialogue and teaching. To recap: often some problem arises –
like, they have no wine, and in response Jesus gives a sign; often the sign is  
misunderstood and this then gives Jesus the chance to teach more deeply. 
 

In this Book of Glory, Jesus will teach his “own” directly in the form of lengthy speech-
es. He will be forming them for their task as the Church, and their questions now give 
him the opportunity to frame his teaching according to their needs. Remember when 
they were  first called, the disciples named Jesus,  -    Rabbi, Messiah, Lamb of God.  
Now in turn they question or request him: and the dialogue becomes a monologue   -  
what is usually called the Great Last Supper Discourse - look at the questions: 
 

 Peter (13:36): Lord where are you going?  
 

 Thomas (14: 5): Lord we don’t know where you're going, how can we know 
the way? 

 

 Philip (14:8)  Lord, will you show us the father? 
 

 Judas (14:22) Lord what has happened that you intend to show yourself to us 
and not to the world? 

 

 Finally a question in 16 verses 17-18:  What does he mean, in a short time 

you will no longer see me, then a short time later you shall see me 
again. 
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Closing Prayer 
Gracious Father,  
we thank you for this time spent together in faith, 
and especially for the mystery of your truth  
which unfolds in our midst from the Revealer, 
who is the Word made flesh.  
In him, you have renewed all things  
and have given us all a share in his riches.  
Though his nature was divine, he stripped himself of glory, 
that he might in turn lift up all things in himself. 
He has called us the branches on the vine,  
of which he is the life-source and you are the Vinedresser. 
Let our home be in him, whose home is in you. 
Guide us as these weeks progress,  
so that the Lenten pilgrimage which soon approaches  
may lead us even more deeply  
into the beauties of your truth,  
that we may die to sin and rise in glory. Amen. 



1. Recap last week: we learned a lot 
who John is —fisherman, son of thunder, youngest disicple,                 
          the one Jesus loved; 
when his gospel was being written 
Why he writes—he wants to tell who jesus is—the divine 
one, where Jesus comes from—heaven— and  
what he offers—life! 
He is the new creation (c.f. The days of creation); 
That instead of speaking of the kingdom he speaks with 
words like    “I have come”,      “I am“      and “My father”.  
 
2.How does he offer life: he says “come and see” to those 
who are interested in him. EXPERIENCE and teaching. What 
is the expereince?—divine love. A revelation of divine love. 
He reveals the Fatehr as “God is love”. Not just “love 
your neighbour” but “as I have loved” you 
This aim of bringing life, in the first paert of the gospel is 
achieved by seven signs and some other encounters: 
 - With the crows as he cleanses the temple; 
 - The conversation with Nicodemus 
 - The pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the feast of tabernacles. 
 -  The incident with the adulterous woman. 
 
3. The signs are key: 
Look at the third sign - Chapter 5—and see how it contains 
some of John’s major themes. 
 
4. Look at the close of the final sign, the raising of lazarus 
and the concerns of the leaders. 
 
5. Book of glory: quote the handout focus: 
 
 

Why “glory” - notion of glory in scripture and in John. 
The notion of the hour; 
Both of these appear in the first “sign” and feature throughout 
 
1:14: We saw his glory 
2:11: he let his glroy be seen (Cana) 
8:54: my own glory is nothing, it is my Fatehr who glorifies me. 
11:4: It is for God’s glroy that Lazarus is raised. 
Duid I not tell you that  if you beleigved you wuld see the glory 
of God at the tomb of Lazarus) 
 
When Judas has gone: Now the hour has come 
                                    Now is the son of man glorified. 
 
Book of glory stgarts ungloriously! Waashign of feet.   JESUS 
KNEW!!! 
 
Look at the Holy Thursday discourses 
 
Chapter 18: After he had said all this...... 
                     Compare garden scene with Mark. 
                     Compare Pilate 
 
At the cross: it is a “being lifted up” 
                     See my servant will proposer, rise to great 
heights....  
As Moses lifted up the serpent.... 
When you have lifted up the son of Man you will know tbhat iam 
he..... 
 
It si to the fatehr;s glroy that you should bear much fruit 
21:19: the kind of deatyh by which peter woudl glorigify God. 
 
 
 



 


